Engineering Apprenticeships
at BD Plymouth

Sam Frankham

2nd Year Metrology Engineering Apprentice

When did you join BD?
August 2019

Why did you apply for BD?

I knew BD as a successful and reputable company, which offers a robust
apprenticeship scheme to help develop technical knowledge to go towards building
a promising career path in a technical field. The competitive apprentice salary also
made choosing an apprenticeship at my age (28) highly realistic.

What did you do before joining BD?
[ left school after my A-levels and studied Business at Plymouth University for 1 year. I then worked as a butcher for 10
years before deciding it was time for a career change, which is when I found out about the apprenticeship scheme at BD.

My typical day at work

Using precision equipment and machinery to measure features on steel parts which can impact function of the tool
and quality of the products; writing programs on metrology software; assisting with investigations into measuring
methods; assisting the Quality Control team. This often involves problem solving to help fix any issues.

My typical day at college

Classroom based learning (maths, mechanical principles, mechanical systems), workshop based learning (hand fitting,
electrical, maintenance, milling, turning, welding), and evidence gathering (doing write-ups showcasing evidence that
the practical tasks have been completed).

My typical day at college (virtual)
We have lessons in line with our original scheduled time, which are conducted over Microsoft Teams. Students can
engage with teachers, who are also able to share their screens to help towards teaching the criteria.

My favourite part of the job
Using the knowledge and skills I have developed to solve problems and come up with solutions. Putting the theory into
practice fills me with confidence, pride and satisfaction.

Anything else you would like to share?

Apprentices are STEM Ambassadors for BD. STEM events enlighten younger people about opportunities in Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths. They are a great way to get across to people what we do as a company, along
with highlighting the opportunities available here. They also help with gaining confidence in speaking to large
groups of people.
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