Engineering Apprenticeships
at BD Plymouth

Sharlene Pascoe

3rd Year Controls Engineering Apprentice

When did you join BD?

July 2018

Why did you apply for BD?

[ wanted to try something new compared to my previous profession but continue
working in the healthcare sector doing something that involved helping people.

What did you do before joining BD?
[ worked as a healthcare assistant in nursing homes.

My typical day at work

My typical day in work involves editing PLC programs for new processes, and electrical maintenance. I get involved in
periodic maintenance activities on the assembly lines, which involves dismantling components and parts, inspecting
them for wear and tear, replacing any broken parts and cleaning/lubricating components. I also keep an eye on
processes to make sure they are working as they should or for any ideas that might make processes quicker/run better.
My day also involves me getting to know the company's processes and my job role there when I have finished my
apprenticeship.

My typical day at college

My typical day at college involves creating components/parts using given specifications, putting together electrical
circuits, maintenance activities, and completing all the paperwork such as storyboards, evaluations etc. and referencing
all my work against the given engineering units and standards.

My typical day at college (virtual)

My typical day is ensuring that I attend all lessons that have been scheduled so that I can keep up to date with any
documentation I need to complete and have any questions I may need answering to help me complete my NVQ work,
uploading work and taking advice on any changes to my work that need to be made. I am also actively continuing to
progress with my NVQ work and communicating with other students.

My favourite part of the job
My favourite part of the job is learning all the skills of a Controls Engineer job role and progressing towards a job within
that area if one were to become available.

Anything else you would like to share?
['installed a singulator onto a conveyor belt which decreased the number of trays allowed on to the conveyor, thus
sending more product through to the machine.

v,
Belliver Way, Roborough, Plymouth PL6 7BP ‘ A B D

bd.com/en-uk

BD and the BD Logo are trademarks of Becton, Dickinson and Company. © 2021 BD. All rights reserved.



